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MERSEBERG, GEKMANY
AUGUST 24 1944

BAILED ouT

DUMMER LAKE, GERMANY

CREWV L\ST
S

LT.COL.C.G.Y. NORMAND-COMMAND PILOT
LT.R.M.POLICH - PILOT
LT V.K.NEUFELD-NAVIGATOR
LT. W. RUSSELL - D.R. NAVIGATOR
LT, L.GATEWOO D - M.NAVIGATOR
LT. LA SORENSEN-BOMBARDIER
SGT. L. ARTHURS — ENGINEER
SGT. ~ PATTERSON — RADIO OPERATOR
SGT. C. ANDERSON-WVAIST GUNNER
LT GEISLER-TAIL GUNNER






~ IepE 15 My OVN INTERPRETATION OF MISSION 29, WRITTEN PURELY
~ FOR THE PURPOSE OF REMINISCING IN YEARS TO COME.

~ DN THE MoRNING OF Aue 74 1944 WE WERE MVAKENED AT Ol0OH
T BY OUR SQUADRON OPERATIONS OFFICER, TO PREPARE TO FLY. 1
— WE HAD THE USUAL BREAKFAST, CONSISTING OF CEREAL. OEI\NGE__“
—UICE, FRIED EGGS, BACON, AND COFFEE, AFTER. BREAKFAST NE -
ZRODE TO THE | LINE IN GI TRUCKS FOPR RRIEFING,. BB\EF\NCU >
~\VAS_ OF THE USURL RPOUTINE. WE VERE TO LEAD THE WING T
__AND LR TARGET WAS THE LAUNA QI WORKS AT MERSEBEEGL.._
—WE THEN PROCEEDED TO OUR SHIP (533 FOR THE REGULRR
jaounm: CHECK BEFORE TAKE-OFF., THE TAKE OFF WAS AT |

__APPROXIMATELY O7%0. AFTER ASSEMBLING IN WViING 5
_ FORMATION WE LEFT FOR THE ENEMY COAST.\E ENTEREDT
“GERMANY THROUGH THE USUAL“ALLEY", BETWEEN CUXHAVEN. =
L"__{-&ND _WESERMUNDE . OUR HEADING THEN \WAS APPROKIMATELY —
_140°. AS WVE APPROACHED MAGDEBURG, WHICH WAS OFF

" (OUR RIGHT WING, WE OBSERVED LIGHT, AND INACCORATE - FLP\\C"“T'
_PIEAE ZERBOT WE TURNED SOUTH. TO OUR _LP _ FROWM THE
LB ON WE WERE |N INTENSE, HEAVY, AND ACCURRTE FLAK OF_—

_I:LE_YY CALIBER. THE ARER SURROUNDING THE TARGET \WWAS —
_CLERRLY OBSERVED BY BE\Y_;FED CHECKPOINTS, BUT THE 'f'.‘j
" TARGET WAS UNDER™ A HEAVY SMOKESCREEN., THE BOMB
T RUN WAS STARTED, DOWN BETWEEN LEIPZIG AND MALLE AT _
~ 24000 FT ALTITUDE INSTEAD OF THE RRIEFED 25,000FT (‘PI_'::
_ABOUT HALFWAY DOVN THE RUN “NFTER SUFFERTNG MUCH
_DBMAGE_T_Q “SHIP AND OTHERS 1N THE rORMA:r\ON,\VE‘_




. TBONMB RUN WE WERE BLASTED FROM ALL SIDES. a\rmﬂ‘

; B&Y_DOOE.&_&ND TURNED OF SIGHT SWITCHES. | DID NOT

P OETHE TARGET ON. THE BRIEFED HEADING ; AND WEVERE]

o HOME AFTER.
3 .FEOM THE TEEMF\N FLAK BATTERIES. AFTERGETTING
. VICNEUFELD IN A COMFORTABLE POSITION,, W.. EUJSSEELL

- TOOK: OVER S NAVIGATOR . APPROXIMATELY FORTY:
" FIVE'MINUTES LATTER AS WE APPROACHED DUMMER.

| SAIDYOUR LEFT WING /S BUSNING' |MIVEDIATELY

- OPENED THE NOSE ESCAPE HATCH AND_WAS GONE. THERE VAS!

— :.'\.-vr.p.g:_u:;—_yxz"m
A ) AT AU

| —SUDDENLY BTARTED TURNING Noem‘(?) mmmmm—

~PIEOT ORDERED “"ANOTHER RUN WMRDE ONTHE TARCET. GNZ e
THE SAME LR, HEADING AND -ALTITUDE., "ONCTHE NEXT =

—THE_DEPUTY LEAD SHIP WENT DOWN A MINUTE ¢
“BEFORE “BOMBS AVAY”. A PIECE OF FLAK RIPPED. THRU i
THE NDSE AND PENETRATED V.K NEUFELDS TVO FLAK T

AFTER A FEW SECONDS *BOMBS VERE AVAY! T
W EUSSELL \VAS HAV\NCJ\ DIFFICULT TIME TRYING TO S10P. I
THE BLEFDING OF VERNS INJURY, WHICH WAS_ JUST _ABOYE |
THE RIGHT CHEEK BONE. | IMMEDIATELY CLOSED THEBOMB .|

——
—_

( RYE_THE BOMB PATTERN-AS | WAS GETTING VERNS |
WOUND POVDE WD WRAPPED. THE PILOT TORNED |

TAKING ATE RE\FYC_'PGQ

=4

i

T

LAKE ANOTHER SHIP IN THE FORMATION CALLED ARD.

THE TAIL GUNNER,J. JSLE_:_c,m:LEQ.Bm*? |
K\TNG’\W\S CHERPRY RED AND BURNING FURIODSLY | -
BOB.POLICH THEN DOVE THE SHIP FROM 2400010200 00 |

FTALTITUDE TRYINGTO EXTINGUISH THE FIRE, BUT T0'NO.
AVAIL . POLICH THEN GAVE ORDER TO'BAIL OUT’ L. ARTAURS

~ 2171

A DISPUTE () BETWEEN THE PILOTS AS TO WHETHER TO BAIL |
"OUT ORNOT. IN A FEV SECONDS NEUFELD, RUSSELL AND|
@L@Lﬂﬁ?ﬁ@ﬂ.@lﬂ,&m 5;

EME_BQE_NQ’ KNJFF INMY KNEEVGC\ZEI \V]TF\TN A FE\V_""'}
SECONDS | VAS SUCKED QUT” OF THE NOSE ESCAPE =
HATCH. ON. MY WAY_EARTHWARD. THE NEXT THING THAT |
[REMEMBERED WAS THE CHUTE OPEMING AND ME THEN
HANGING IN A DEATHLY QUITE SOLITUDE. I"THEN SAV _

OUR SHIP SAIL ON AND THEN BIOV QR AR

’)’




el e
* | \ATCHED THE OTHER EIGHT CHUTES DESCENDING AND.
" PEST OF THE FORMATION LEAVE US ON.THEIR WAY HOME

e ———

" POPULATED AREA. | THREY AVAY MY HELMET AND RIP

—

- DESOLATE FEELING/ | TUGGED_ON THE SHROLDS TRYING.
* £HORD HANDLE. AS | NEARED THE GROUND T APPERRED
_ IF MY SPEED INCRERSED, WITHIN A FEV SECONDS ) LANI
" INTHE LAKE ABOUT A 50 FT FROM SHORE. | THEN €
* OF MY CHUTE AND MAE WEST AND STARTED SWIMMING.
* FOR THE MARSH. | NOTICED 3 SAIL BORTS TIED TO A PIER[TS
~ THEY IMMEDIATELY. STARTED OUT FOR ME. THE CIVILIANSH S

“MILE PAST THE MARSH. 1 TRIED TJO.\YORK MY WAY WEST,8U

“WERE SWIMMING. | THEN TURNED NORTH THROUGH A DRAINAGI
“DITCH , WHICH SOON CAME TO A STOP.' | COULD HEAR THE
~ OCCUPANTS OF THE BOATS HOLLOWING FOR ME. ABOUT 45 &
~ MINUTES LATTER | YAS SURROUNDED BY CIVILIANS AND =

" GESTAPO HAD ARTHURS , ANDERSON, GATEWOOD, PATTERSONC

_ THE TRUCK AND DPIVEN OUT A COUNTRY ROAD WHERE A HITLER [
JUGEN AND SOME CIVILIANS HAD POLICH: HE WAS INJURED [ =
AND. COULD NOT STAND OR WALK.WE LOADED HIM TN THE TRUCK =

TO WORK OYER TOWARD DUMMER LAKE WHICH WAS A LES

WERE CLOSING IN ON ME FROM THE SWORE ABOUT A HALF

\VAS STOPPED BY A SMALL OPEN SANDBEACH WHERE 2 GIRL

_UFT\AFFE PERSONNEL, UPON CAPTURE | WAS SEARCHED THEN.
MARCHED TO A LUFTWAFFE POST AND_QUESTIONED LIGHTLY.

THEN 1, WVAS POT IN A TRUCK A TAKEN TO A POLICE STATION WERE
QUND J.GEISLER, THEN WE WERE TAKEN TO AN INN, THE

5

ND. RUSSELL THERE QUESTIONING THEM. E WERE PUT IN™

_”’AND\YERE THEN TAKEN TO A SMALL ARMAMENT MAINTENANCE |

“SHOPAND WERE TOLD TO UNLOAD ALL THE GUNS FROMTHE
TRUCK, THE CIVILIANS MADE REMARKS ABOUT ROOSEVELT. ..

W VERE THEN TAKEN INTO DIEPHOLTZ TO A LARGE HOTRS, .

BUILDING WHICH HAD BEEN RECENTLY BOMBED, HERE WE

~ GAVE OUR NAMES, RANK. AND SERIEL NUMBERS AND WE THEN =<
PUT INTO CELLS. HERE WE SAW V.K NEUFELD WHO HAD BEEN |

3 V':‘ 5

TAVEN YO THE HOSPITALAND HAD 15 HEAD BANDNGED. I WVAS
PUTIN ACELL WITH POLICH AND PATTERSON.WENAD TO
AY ON THE FLOOR. NO PILLOWS OR BLANKETS. AFTER AN
{OUR WE WERE GIVEN 2 SLICES OF BREAD, MARGNRINE
(D_PARLEY P, WE NERE TIRED AND SORE,RBUT MO SLEE
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Llepe STARTS THE 58D CHAPTER OF MY PRISONER OFVNE

TJERM. JANCIB, 1945 THE ALLIES OPENED A MAJOR OFFENSIVE.
ONJAN 22, \WE WERE PUT ON AN EMERGENCY NOTICE TO. BEI

READY TO LEAVE SAGAN ON AN HOURS NOTICE: THE e ;

NEXT 5 DAYS WAS A CONTINQUSTFLA P \V\TH’HuNDQED:é'
OF RUMORS CIRCULATING ABOUT. SATURDAY. NIGHT, JANT

27 5T ABOUT 1930 WENERE TOLD TO FALLOUT NATH EQU{PMEW. =
AT 2345, WHICH VAS A DRY RUN' st

Jan 28, 1?45 N osoo WE LEFT THE CENTER CANP. AND \NTHE‘\

OUTER LAGER WE WERE EACH |S3UED A RCD”CEO&S_F“DPHECEY." :

WE WAITED AROUND UNTIL Q700 WHEN WE STARTED ONTHE WAY.C
AFTER NEARLY AND HOURS MARCH, THE ROAD WAS CLUTTED W|TH.
FOOD, CLOTHING AND BOOKS. THE KRIEGIES WERE DISCARDING.
REFUGEE'S FROM THE EAST JAMMED THE ROADS. THE TEMPER-
ATURE WAS B°F AND MANY WERE SOFFERING WATH FROSTBITE.

VE PASSED THROUGH THE TOWN OF HAMMERFELD, ARRIVING AT
HALBAU A DISTANCE OF 17 X. AT APPROX, 1400. AFTER I
WAITING AROUND IN THE STREET FOR 2 HRS. \WHERE WE TRADED |
A CAN OF NESCRAEE FOR A SLED, WE WALVED AEROSS TOWN AND
\SPENT A COLD MISERABLE NIGHT IN THE EVANGELICAL cnuqu

; lr‘”-_

TJBN 29, UP AT 0500 TRYING TO KEEP \ARM, LEFT THE CHURCH AT 0700 -

STILL SNOYING AND VERY COLD, PASSED THRU TONNS OF BURAU .
IAND FREIWALDE, AFTER VALKING 13K, NE STOPPED OFF lN“ELA
'BARN OUTSIDE DICKEHADS. GIVE 4 POTATOES L\ND“HOT VATER. [

SPENT ANOTHEQ COLD MISERABLE NlGHT (S _‘,_‘_'L__d_

JAN 30. UP AT 0B00. STILL SNOWING AND COLD, GOT INTO A B rsy;
WORKERS HOUSE AND MADE SOLP AND COFFEE. SPENT THE DAY,
_RESTING ‘AT THE BARN, WHICH WAS PART OF HN ANN. m 2

2WAS CRONDED: WITH REFUGEES. R

JAN 3 up A 0430, STILL SNOVING AND COLD: MP\RCHEE THROTHE

“TOWNS OF PEIBUS AND BIRKSFAHRE. FOOD 1S GETTING SCARCE.
_ TCIVILIANS ARE UNBELIEVABLEY HOSPITABLE. \VE ARRIVED AT
MUSKAU AT 1630 AFTER WALKING 2BK. POT UPIN A
POTTERY. PLANT FOR THE NIGHT . SPENT WARM NIGHT AND —
“HAD LIGHTS AGAIN. TRADED PACK OF CIGARETYES FOR t\ e
LOAF OF BREAD. CIVILIANS Ff\M\s\-\ED FOR. Toahc.(.o

S

T e

T e

Lot




:“f&Bi SPENT DAY RESTING IN THE POTTERY. PLANT. SHAYED AT
LAST AND A SLIGHT WASH UP. E GOT FIRST HOT FOOD, 2 8
= EUPCE BRRLEY.SOUR T =

RADED BAR OF SOAP FOR 16 POTI—\TOES AND JZ2
PLES, LATTER GOT 2ZONONS.. ol

5 3 UB AT 0430  WERTHER COLD AND DAIP. PAS&ED‘BL
TZ AND SCHONH/‘\US AIR RAID: ALARMS §OUNQED

"-:ff\sft‘b % HOURS, WE WALKED 17 K. TO GRAUSHIEM,
~ PENT THE NIGHT IN THE® BURGEME\STERS”_ BARN. GIVE HOT

ERATERS S0P AN 4 POTATOES EACH.

Fes4, UP ATOJOD AGAIN, WALKED 7K. TO 5PREMBEEC1,\\)EEE
VB SPENT 5HRS WAITING AROUND IN A PANZER DIVISION!
M/—\"'_TE.NI-\NCEUBASE RECIEVED |15SUE OF BARLEY SOUR LATE

AFTERNOON VALKED TO RAILROAD YARDS IN SPREMBERG:, \vuﬁra,:_
\/E BOARDED BOX CARS. FIFTY “KRIEGIES! AND ONE GUARD. WE_ =

A '*I:\NLJ,:TB\\IN LERIUS \"OR OKN N BEEUN_ !

i WE”HE’HED‘BOMB& P\ND GDNS DUE\NG TH{-_*’D?

, EFT S {ON, BOMB. EXFLOSiONS 5HOOJ_<;TR N,
AT PLAUEN, TH _;EQMB*DAM!\GL WAS TERRIEIC, ABOUT _mg
STATION AND YARDS, AMERICAN Gil. P.ON. WERE CLEARING

© THE YRECKAGE. PASSED BY LARGE LUFTWAFFE AIRFIELD.

LRTE.AFT&R!\\OON PASSED THRU MARKEDWITZ. L herRE

TEB? DURING THE NIGHT Vg PRSSED THRU NUREMBURG.

?ASSED THRL AUGSBURG ABODT 0700, WE BOMBED

_ARENS WERE SE\J ERE;OUE LL\K_BDJZBLLD OUT 173, E)EP\ELNCL%

e ...} p

EB ZSPENT‘ DAY PESTING AND EATING. ISSUED RED CROSSFOOD

AW MANY BOMBERS N DIRECTION OF BERLIN. EKPLOS!ONS

T-ABOUT 2|30. GEN. VANEMAN , COLS. SPIVEY, KENNEDY, CART

e

N _,_-.;".'MFGRTABLEK AND COLD NIGHT. DURING THEDRY.
L HOUENHOCRE RUHLAND, fD MUCKENBERG,
ERERL 408 FRENCHL AR, N@ 1 - A

=
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52

MoosaLes ALy l//GA/L/GA/rs

— CONTINUED —

AIR ACTIVITY NIGHT AND DAY. A-26%s OVER CAMP AREA
P5Sls STRAFING, P-475 DIVE BOMB SURROUNDING AEEA'S.
HEAVY RAIDS ON DURING MIGHT. BELLY TANK EXPLODES
NEAR MOOSBERG. S .
2| GATES OPENED TO OTHER COMPOUNS. < |
2 FRAN, LAMBERT COMES IN CAMP: FROM NUREMBUR&
MR ACTIVITY. VERY HEAVY AROCUND MUNICH.

. 74 DRFILLERY. FIRE N THE VEST, MEDIUM AND FIGHTER ACTVITY

20 CONTINOUS ARTILLERY B/\QR’F\GE DURING THE NIGHT.

29 Dppi 1945 LIBERATION Dy — THE USUAL i
DUE\NG EARL MOEN NG. VERN AND | WERE INTHE DERB.
COMPOUND WHEN 2 P-Ble STARTED RUZZING THE CAMP

~ SUDDENLEY MACHINE. GUN FIRE BROKE OOT.NEARTHE -

 OVER CAMP. EVERY

MAIN GATE, WE HIT THE "DECR” "BULLETS RICROCHTED f’?
AROUND. THE SLIT TRENCHES \VERE FULL, WE WORVED
- OUR WAY TO OLR COMPOUND AMID MUCH GUNFIRE.

. THE BRIDGE ON THE NORTH SIDE OF CAMP WAS =
[ BLOWN -UP GUNFIRE CONTINUED IN THE CRMP.ARERA FOR™
WEARLY Z HOURS 55 ‘TRODPS IHU OUT, IN THE TOYN
" ANDCHURCHSTEEPLE. AT 1235 THE AMERICAN FIAG .
©WAS NOISTED OVER MoosauRcT RUSSIANS AND POLES
© RUN RESERK OVER TOWN, G| TRUCKS, JLEPS (ETC ENTER

- CAMP AMID REJCICING K?lLCﬂl:S i3

Y iy e

30 [N THE ARMY AGAIN, SNARU - Gl's AND JEEPS ALL
ANE IN TOWN PILLAGING. AND
LOOTING: "GOONS" SCARED OF FOLES AND RUSSIANS,

H\/\Av \945 VERN RND | AWOL. |N TOVN LOOTING.
SPENT NIGHT |N 'GOON’ HOME. MCESBURG 1S A
TOTAL WIZECK, FQUIPMENT AND ARMOR MQV!NCT
THRU AT A TERRIFIC SPEED: - T
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CONTINUED

My TRANSFERED TO“SPECIAL DETACHMENT”) SNAFU'S TO
AVAIT SHIPMENT. \VE ARE THE LAST TO LEAVE CAMP

IMay: The war 1N THE ETO 19 OFFICIALLY OVER.
1830 WE LEAVE MOOSBURG BY GI TRUCK.PASSED
THRU LANDSHUT. ARRIVED AT STRAUBING, A
LUFTWAFFE FIELD, SPENT NIGHT IN ABANDONED
HANGAR. FIELD CLUTTERED WITH WRECKAGE OF
GERMAN PLANES. STRAFED ON GROUND.

IOMAY LoADED ON G47AT 0915 FOR RHEIMS. |70
PLANES CAME INTO STRAUBING. 4000 MEN WERE
#"at¢  HAULED OUT IN 1'/2 HOURS. 1225 \VE LANDED
zzgv» AT RHEIMS. HAULED OUT TO “*R-AM-P“ CAMP.
¢ GIVEN TYPHUS SHOT, PUCKED TRANSPORT
AND SENTRTRANSIENT CAMP. (OISE BASE SECTION)

IMAY LEFT RMEIMS IN G| TRUCK, TAKEN TO AIRFIELD
OUTSIDE OF TOWN. LOADED INTO C-47 AND FLOWN
TO LE HARVE . TAKEN TOCLUCKY STRIKE” CAMP
FOR PROCESSING. ((NORMANDY BASE SECTION)

12 MaY NOTHING BUT PROCESSING , MEDICAL INSPECTIONS,
SVEATING OUT CHOW LINES. “ IT SMELLS SNAFU”“

1o MAY Movep T0 seerion *D”- WE MAY LEAVE Soon,0R
| ARE THEY HOLDING US FOR WORLD WAR TIL. 77 .
ITMAY MORE PROCESSING, CLOTHES, SHOES ETC.
1B MAY INTERROGATION AS TO PONW. TREATMENT.
- ADJUTANT GENERAL'S FREPORTS ETC.
19 Moy PAY DAY - AT LRST $
20 MAY LEFT SECTION “D” ARRWVED *|5TH REINFORC. CENTER
20 MRY LEFT "“I5 TH KEINFORC. CENTER , LA HARVE . FOR SOUTHAMPTON
ENGLAND - LEFT VERN NEUFELD - ROVGH :



54

- CONTINUED ~

22May  Leave southampron For US.A 1N convoy comPOSED
OF 36 SHIPS ,INCLUDING 2 ESCORT CARRIERS. OUR.
SHIP IS THE S.5. CONRAD WEISER . A LIBERT SH P
OF (0.000 TONS 44 'LONG S6 WIDE. :

24MA¥ JOIN MAIN PRRT OF CONYOY - 60 SHIPS INALL
LAST CONVDY OF WAR - LIGHTS ARE ON ALSO.

29MAY  MOCK RIR RAID AND GUNNERY PRACTISE.

JUNE 47H- ARRIVE USA. CAMP MILES STANDISH
MBSSACHUSETTS.. - MORE PROCESSING,PRAY, ETC.

Jue 6TH "D'DAY PLUS F65 - HOME - ARLINGTON. VA.



Three Lester Sorensen drawings of Stalag Luft Il
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Lester Sorensen did not have the benefit of a bird’s eye view of Stalag Luft I

Maquette at the Stalag Luft lll museum, Zagan (Poland), 2018






