
FIRST SOLO TUTOR FLIGHT, CT-114093, APRIL 19, 1967 
 

This was the day of my solo flight in a Tutor.  It marked the start of my life's ambition - 
to fly the fastest jet aircraft in the 
RCAF inventory (CF-104). That solo 
flight was invigorating! I thought the 
sky was mine completely, until I had 
a few “close encounters” with other 
Tutors.  Needless to say, my lookout 
and awareness improved 105%, as 
well as my firm grip on the control 
column!  I went on and completed 
the Tutor transition August 31, 
1967. The next step was on the T-33 
advanced phase. Wings standard 
completed (!!), after which I got selected for the CF-104 training. Exhilarating! 

 

After a successful tour in Germany on 422/441 Squadrons, I returned to CFB Moose Jaw 
in May, 1972 for my introduction to flying instructor, again an eye-opening experience.  
I have to acknowledge the skill and patience of my flying instructors, looking back on 
my own very novice experience during basic training.  I soon found out that the most 
important result of a flying training day was to ascertain the student learned each 
lesson properly, and that I survived to fly another day. 

 

Thinking back to my “close encounters” 
in basic training, I thought of all the 
Tutors airborne from A, B, C, D flights on 
any given day, always to the south of 
the base on the 180-degree radial at 20-
25 miles.  It did not take me too long to 
move my instructional air space over to 
the 200-degree radial at 30 to 35 miles. 
Result? Absolute bliss, without any 
other Tutors in sight!  My wife and 2 
small children were happy about that. 



 

I thoroughly enjoyed the 3500 hours 
I accumulated on the Tutor, but 
when asked by others, what I 
remember most about this 
magnificent little flying machine, 
was my first solo flight, in “093”. 

 

I would like to send out a very special thanks to Gilles Pepin, who crafted this 
magnificent Tutor model. He is a master modeller of the highest order, having received 
commissions for many specific aircraft from distinguished sources. His skill and 
attention to the smallest detail, produce a standard by which all other modellers are 
judged. I presently have three other model aircraft being crafted by Gilles for my “Man 
Cave”: a 1:48 T-33, colloquially known as a T-bird, a 1:32 F-86 Sabre and, most 
importantly, a 1:32 CF-104 in natural finish; all these models are in superb display cases.  
Once completed, it will satisfy item #6 on my “bucket list”! My grandsons are already 

fighting over who gets which model. 

For now, these models are in good hands: my own! 
 

 


